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Goal:  
UB Center for Urban Studies & Inter-

American Healthy Homes Network 

Members Develop a Transnational Project 

on the Impact of Housing and 

Neighborhood Conditions  on Health 

Outcomes in Vulnerable Communities in 

Buffalo and in Select Latin American and 

Caribbean Cities.



Opportunity…
• Team of Network Members to Work together on a Project 

of Mutual Interest.
• Possible Development of a Sustainable Partnership 

between a U.S. Institution & the Inter-American Network 

on Healthy Homes



Purpose of the Presentation

1. Outline the Rationale for a Transnational Project on the 

Impact of Housing and Neighborhood Conditions on 

Health Outcomes in Vulnerable Neighborhoods. 

2. Describe the Strategy for Developing this Project and 

Getting it Funded. 

3. Stimulate Interest among Network Members to 

Participate in this Project



The Rationale



We Can Learn from Each 

Other.



Country /City Rate

Black Buffalo 15.2

Latino/a Buffalo 12.6
Argentina 11.7

Barbados 10.7

Chile 7.9

Cuba 4.2

Costa Rica 8.7

Jamaica 19.5

Panama 14.3

Paraguay 16.9

Puerto Rica 12.2

Uruguay 7.7

Venezula 15.8

Source: Pan American Health Organization, World Health Organization

Health Situation in the Americas: Basic Indicators, 2014; 

New York State Department of Health, Erie County Health Indicators by Race and Ethnicity 2009 -2011,

Health Outcomes are Similar 

Infant Mortality Rates per 1,000 Live Births

Buffalo, New York and Select Latin American and 

Caribbean Counties



Infant mortality tells the health 

story of a people.

Dr. John Ruffin



Undesirable Health Outcomes are Positively 

Correlated  with Low-incomes, Poor Housing 

and Neighborhood Conditions, Unhealthy 

Lifestyles and Limited Access to Health Care 

Services.  So, conditions in Buffalo and Select 

Cities in Latin America and the Caribbean may 

be Different, but They are Both Unhealthy. 



Difference Exist between 

Buffalo & Other Places in the 

Americas:

• Geography

• Climate

• Political Economy

• Systems of Governance

• Different Stages of Socioeconomic 

Development



Conditions in Buffalo and Select Cities in Latin 

America and the Caribbean may be Different, 

but They are Both Unhealthy. 



The Project



What Type of Project Should we Select for this 

Transnational Initiative?

• Target community should have a vulnerable population 

living in an urban neighborhood with poor housing and 

neighborhood conditions.

• Significant health issue that contributes to knowledge on 

the impact of housing and neighborhood conditions on 

health.

• Rooted in a theoretical and conceptual framework.

• Generate hypotheses and a research strategy [study 

design & Methods].

• Health issue that is common to all project sites.



Project 

Development



The Selection Process

• Working group should deliberate and 

discuss  via email  potential projects.

• Discuss these ideas with John Ruffin

• Identify a topic and develop a “general” 

proposal 



Challenges

• Develop Common Scientific Language

• Develop Sound Theoretical and 

Conceptual Framework.

• Develop Research Strategy

1. Hypotheses

2. Data 

3. Data Gathering Strategy

4. Data Analysis 



Funding



Fogarty supports a wide range 

of basic, clinical and applied 

research and training for 

researching working in 

developing countries…



Robert Wood Johnson 

Foundation



Thank You


