Tropical storm Jeanne.

Gonaives Floods - Update 001

19 September 2004

Serious floods in Gonaives (Artibonite) due to rising river levels because of heavy rain in Dominican Republic and Haiti occurred on Saturday 18 sept:
Mixed rapid evaluation team (by MINUSTAH helicopter) MSF, UNDP, WFP, Prot Civile (DPC) and OCHA currently in Gonaives
· 20 dead

· Situation tense (no Haitian Police present)

· Hospital inaccessible (this means that regional pharmacy will be under water as well)

· CARE food ware house flooded

· 2.5 meters of water on 20 square kilometers area

· People on roofs and in trees
· MINUSTAH (Argentineans) surrounded by water

· Coordination meeting Care and DPC yesterday afternoon interrupted by floods

· MINUSTAH truck (5 people on board) swept away by water

Information from : Evaluation team, Red Cross movement, UNDP and Protection Civile, MINUSTAH
Mixed rapid assessment team leaving at 11.00 am for Port de Paix (by MINUSTAH helicopter) Dr Desmangles (MSPP), Xavier Simon (OMS), 1X French Red Cross, 1X Haitian red cross, 1X DPC

· Situation very unclear after reports of floods.

· 6 dead (no source, unconfirmed)

