Tropical storm Jeanne.

Gonaives + Port de Paix Floods - Update 002
20 September 2004

Gonaives assessment (OCHA, MSF, UNDP, DPC)

Briefing by OCHA 19 sept 18.00 pm:

· 80% of population of 108,000 affected (in need of food, water, shelter medicare)

· 50% of city still flooded, water going down leaving big amounts of mud

· Road Port au Prince – Gonaives reopened for trucks

· 75% of MINUSTAH (450 Argentinians) camp destroyed

· Bresil contingent of 40 arrived to help with security

· Population brings bodies (+/- 50)  and wounded to Minustah compound

· MSF doctor + 2 Argentinian MDs treated 380 wounded in 4 hrs (cuts & fractures)

· Some wounded evacuated to PaP (less then 10)

· No local authorities present (police, mayor etc)

· Floods started slowly around 10.00 Saturday in the afternoon suddenly flashfloods.

· Road Cap-Haitien – Gonaives should be open tomorrow

· Food / water distribution will be complicated due to security

· No figures dead / missing available (MINUSTAH 200 dead, DPC 50 dead)

Yesterday during the day a second helicopter left with watsan team (1 X Oxfam + 1 X OMS/OPS) to stay in Gonaives for several days.

This morning MSF /’OMS-OPS / MSPP team will leave by helicopter at 8.00 am. OMS: 1 X log, 1 X MD of MoH. MSF: 1 X MD and 1 X log. They will take 1.5 MT cargo (kit 10,000, water purification material, water containers etc) Cargo prepared by Promess yesterday.

LOG: to identify safe place for cargo. Will return tonight

MD: hospital assessment

MSF will set up base (+ possibly clinic if existing health centres are not possible)

ICRC: sent team. 

Haitian Red Cross: 4 trucks left last night: hygiene kits, watsan material etc + 2 X Caritas staff
MDM-F: 3 X medics + 1 X log leaving tomorrow

Main actors in Gonaives:

Care: present on the ground. Contrary to news of yesterday the food warehouse of Care seems to be spared.
Caritas

Haitian red cross: they have the material left by ICRC after intervention earlier this year (surgical kit + hospital tent)

Port de Paix (north West) assessment (1 X DPC, 1X Hatian Red Cross, 1 X OPS/OMS log, 1 X MSPP MD)
· Helicopter couldn’t land on airstrip (too many people + too much water)

· 30% of town seems flooded but water not very high

· Lots of fields around PdP under water
· Ile de la Tortue seems ok

· River Trois Rivieres at its highest around midnight Saturday-Sunday level now going down. However, level still too high to cross the river

2nd aerial survey planned for today. Port de Paix + North West

Actors present:

ACF: watsan programme. They have bladder tanks etc

Care

