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HIGHLIGHTS 
The Commonwealth of Dominica continues to suffer from floods around its territory caused by the Tropical Storm Erika that passed through the island on 26 August. The storm produced intense rainfall in the country causing severe flooding and landslides. There was significant impact on infrastructure, including damage to bridges, roadways and airport. Access to water and electricity is limited in many affected areas, and logistics and transport continue to be a problem on the island.
ACCESS TO HEALTH CARE
Out of the 52 health facilities on the island, 4 are not operational due to flooding and/or structural damage, 5 are not accessible from the outside and 2 did not have information available. Updated map of the status of health facilities is available on Figure 1. The other 45 health facilities are operational and reported the following needs:
· Roseau Health Center/ The Dental Unit needs medical supplies.
· Supplies have not yet reached Boetica, on the south east of Dominica, and are waiting at CMS. 
· There is a need for a pathologist and two blood bank specialists.
Following actions are being taken for healthcare facilities:

· 16 medical personnel arrived today from Cuba and are reportedly staying for one month. 
· Dominican nurses from British Virgin Islands are arriving tomorrow.
· Rotation list has been drafted for medical staff arriving from neighbouring countries.
· PAHO will support the first rotation of St. Vincent and Guadeloupe nurses with per diem. 
SURVEILLANCE
Post-disaster surveillance data indicates that 18 out of 32 injuries were fractures in Petite Savanne.
ASSESSMENT AND MONITORING
Needs assessments for shelters identified as critical by NEOC include:
· Tracking and inventory of water purification tablets needs to be improved
· Solid waste disposal and water access important
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH

Lack of access to solid waste disposal and water poses a serious public health threat for the affected population. Some sewage facilities that are affected by the storm are causing direct entry of human waste into the river. The Dominica Water and Sewage Company Limited (DOWASCO) is trying to restore full water coverage, but destroyed intakes and limited road access continue to pose challenges. Appropriate steps are being taken to fix the issue, and public advisory will be disseminated.
MENTAL HEALTH 

Two separate mental health teams are in operation: one under the Ministry of Health and one appointed by the Prime Minister. Mental health professionals and counselors will be deployed to develop and implement an organized mental health response.
SHELTERS
PAHO/WHO Rapid Response Team visited and assessed public health issues at two Roseau shelters. There are currently over 389 people staying in shelters across 5 communities in Dominica. Red Cross is assessing the medical status of persons arriving to the shelter. 

Two shelters are operating in Roseau: Dominica Grammar School and Roseau Primary School. 92 people are staying at the Dominica Grammar School shelter, 21 of which are children. The Dominica Grammar School shelter has sufficient food and water, but is in need of hygiene supplies. Roseau Primary School which is housing 40 people is also in need of hygiene supplies. Shelters in Grand Bay are without access water and solid waste management, posing a health threat to the affected population.

COORDINATION 
PAHO/WHO in coordination with MOH:

· Improve coordination of transportation through NEOC. 
· The Director of Primary Health Care is coordinating a team of nurses to conduct medical assessments of persons staying in shelters.
· PAHO/WHO continues to visit and assess public health needs at shelters. 
· 8 CMS and 28 persons appointed by the NEOC were trained on LSS/SUMA by PAHO/WHO specialists and will begin logging incoming supplies. Total of 36 people have been trained in the supply management system.
· A public advisory regarding water, waste and sanitation safety will be disseminated. 
· The Health Promotion Unit has sent out 1,200 flyers and a functional hotline has been established to help affected persons. 
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Number of confirmed deaths remains at 12, and number of missing persons remains at 34


PAHO Response Team visited and assessed the public health issues at two Roseau shelters, and infrastructure of Roseau Health Center with Ministry of Health (MoH) project manager


Out of the 52 health facilities on the island, 3 are not operational due to flooding and/or structural damage, 5 are not accessible from the outside and 1 did not have information available


Lack of access to solid waste disposal and water poses a serious public health threat for the affected population, with few affected sewage facilities that are causing direct entry of human waste into the river


8 Central Medical Store (CMS) and 28 persons appointed by the National Emergency Operations Center (NEOC) were trained on LSS/ SUMA by PAHO specialist and will begin tracking incoming supplies tomorrow. Total of 36 people have been trained in Humanitarian Supply Management System (SUMA)















