Rapid survey on the response capacity of health institutions in the Port-au-Prince Metropolitan Area: Preliminary results

The aim of this survey was to determine the status of health institutions and their capacity to 1) respond to emergencies and 2) guarantee essential services. Other aspects such as the available infrastructure and safety of the institutions are also mentioned.

The survey was carried out in 30 health institutions in the Port-au-Prince Metropolitan Area.
 Some institutions did not provide an answer. The results obtained are presented below.

1) Capacity of health institutions to respond to emergencies

Medical emergencies

· Twenty-two (22) institutions reported that they receive medical emergencies and 5 that they do not.

· Most of the institutions providing emergency medical care are located in the municipalities of Port-au-Prince (8), Delmas (6), and Pétion-Ville (4). There are only two in Kenscoff and two in Carrefour.

Surgical emergencies

· It is known of 16 institutions that receive surgical emergencies and 11 that do not.

· Most of the institutions are located in Port-au-Prince (7), Delmas (5), and Pétion-Ville (3). There is one additional one in Carrefour.

Institutions accepting to treat those unable to pay in case of emergency

· Twenty-one (21) institutions have been found to admit those unable to pay in case of emergency. Four (4) do not accept to care for those unable to pay.

· Points of access to care in case of emergency for those unable to pay are available in Delmas (7), Port-au-Prince (4), Pétion-ville (4), Carrefour (1) and Kenscoff (1).

Institutions with an operating room

· Operating rooms are mostly found in the non-for-profit and for-profit private sector.

· Responses have been received for 22 institutions with one or several operating rooms, and 7 without. 

· Functioning operating rooms are located in Port-au-Prince (9), Pétion-Ville (4), Delmas (4), Carrefour (2), and Kenscoff (1).

Institutions with hospital beds

· Of the 30 institutions, 18 have hospital beds. Three (3) have more than 100 beds, six (6) have 40 to 100 beds, and ten (10) have less than 40 beds.

· The total capacity of all these institutions is: 1,678 beds.

Institutions with a morgue

· Only three institutions have a morgue. Two of them, from not-for-profit private institutions, only have a capacity of 8 and 6 bodies, the former being reserved for children. The Hospital of the Haiti State University has a capacity of 200 bodies.

Summary graph:

Percentage of institutions with the following capacity:
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2) Capacity to guarantee essential services

Laboratory services:

· All but one institution have capacity for hemogram

· All but two institutions do blood typing

· Twenty-three institutions carry out HIV screening

Radiology

· Only 17 institutions are equipped for radiology

Pharmacy

· Twenty-six institutions have a pharmacy. Two more hold drugs for their patients but do not hold regular stocks.

Ambulance services

· Only seven institutions have ambulances. Among those, two institutions cannot be relied on because their vehicles are out of service. One additional one, the Hospital of the Haiti State University, has 4 ambulances but only one was functioning at the time of the survey.

Summary graph:

Graph 1: Percentage of institutions with the following essential services:
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3) Communication

· 26 of the 30 institutions surveyed have a functioning phone.

· Only three (3) of the institutions can rely on a functioning radio communication system.

· Ten (10) of the institutions surveyed have an internet connection.

4) Infrastructure

· Only 18 institutions receive water 24 hours a day

· It is known of only 21 institutions receiving chlorinated water. Five institutions do not receive chlorinated water.

· Most institutions (26) have a septic tank. Of those, 18 are known to be functioning properly and five (5) not to be functioning well. The information is not available for the four remaining institutions. 

· Only 13 of the institutions have latrines.

5) Safety

About 1/3 of the institutions in the Metropolitan area have been affected by the insecurity due to the current crisis. Six report some type of violence against their staff and/or patients; two report being taken over by armed attackers; two report some type of damage to their physical structures, including tear-gas; and three report mounting pressure and death threats.

� The city of Port-au-Prince is a district comprised of 8 municipalities: Port-au-Prince, Carrefour, Cité Soleil, Delmas, Gressier, Kenscoff, Pétion-Ville, and Tabarre.
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