On November 7th 2009, the combined effect of
Hurricane IDA and a low-pressure system off the
Pacific Coast led to heavy rainfall in El Salvador,
causing severe flooding and landslides in seven of
the country’s 14 departments.

In just a few hours thousands of Salvadorans lost
their homes and their livelihoods. Almost 200 people
lost their lives and 76 were reported missing. United
Nations and other partners have estimated that
around 120,000 people were affected by this event.

In the first days of the emergency around 15,000
people fled their homes and were housed in
emergency collective centers. More than four weeks
later, over 3,000 people remain while many others
have returned to what is left of their homes or are
being sheltered by host families.

United Nations and other humanitarian actors
launched a Flash Appeal for USD13.1 million
on November 18th 2009 to attend the urgent
needs of the affected population in areas of camp
management, shelter, food assistance, agriculture,
health, water, sanitation and hygiene, education,
protection, coordination and early recovery, for a
period of six months.

A preliminary Post Disaster Needs Assessment
suggests that the damages and losses caused by the
event are around USD240 million.
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Seven departments suffered
agricultural losses amounting
to over USD32 million. The
current bean harvest was
particularly affected by

the humidity leading to an
estimated loss of around
USD21 million. Maize
production was affected to

a lesser extent, incurring
around USD5 million of
losses.

Production and transportation
of coffee and sugar cane has
also been affected. Tools and
small equipment, as well as
poultry and small ruminants
were also lost. Agencies seek
to enhance food security and
restore farming capacity by
providing livestock inputs,
bean seeds, vegetable inputs
and tools and equipment to
vulnerable farmers in affected
areas. Storage capacity will
also be increased.
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It is estimated that over 4,000 houses have been affected
by the floods and landslides. Many families have lived
or are currently living in collective centres or are being
sheltered by host families. Many others have simply
returned to the ruins of their lost home. Due to damages
incurred to the surrounding landscape, around 1,250
homes in vulnerable areas are currently at risk. Families
need assistance to repair, rebuild or relocate.

Agencies are distributing household items to those families
who have lost their possessions, working to complete
temporary shelters and to provide materials and technical
assistance. The local authorities are maximising their
efforts to find temporary or final land to build transitional
or final housing solutions and resources must be secured
to reach all families in need.
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Water

and Sanitation

Safe and equal distribution of
clean water, sanitation service and hygiene
awareness campaigns remain key challenges in all affected areas. Total
damage to public water systems in the departments of San Vicente, Cuscatlan,
La Paz, La Libertad, San Salvador and Usulutan has been estimated at over USD3
million. More than 2,000 toilets were either totally or partially damaged by the
floods and their content washed away and mixed with storm water. Thousands
of wells have been flooded, contaminated with storm water and many of them
completely destroyed. Distribution of hygiene kits and provision of safe drinking
water through water trucking was provided during the first moments of the
emergency. Basic WASH services have been provided in schools, churches and
communal centers where more than 15,000 displaced people have settled.
The provision of sufficient safe drinking water, adequate body wash and hand-
washing facilities in all collective centers remain key challenges. More latrines,
showers and hygiene awareness programs are needed. Rehabilitation of key
water and sanitation infrastructure has been delayed due to lack of funding. It
is estimated that more than 1,000 latrines still need to be re-constructed and
more than 600 wells need to be cleaned or repaired in rural areas. Provision of
generators and repairing the electrical systems which control the functioning of
pumping station is also needed. In order to ensure that all needs are met the
WASH cluster is currently revising the Flash Appeal Response Plan.
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Education
& Protection

The need for psychosocial rehabilitation remains
as a priority to restore the emotional integrity and
social networks in affected communities. During
the emergency phase, humanitarian actors have
initiated the implementation of a community
psychosocial programme. It is hoped that this
programme will continue during the recovery
phase and finally be institutionalized by the key
national and local actors.

Child protection campaigns against abuse,
violence, sexual exploitation and family separation
will also be carried out.








