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 In 2005, based on the MSPAS Information System of the Ministry of Public Health and 

Social Welfare (MSPAS) of El Salvador, noncommunicable diseases (NCDs) accounted for 

35.34% of the total 8,837 deaths. The leading cause of death among the noncommunicable 

diseases was cardiovascular disease (CVDs): 1,655 deaths could be attributed to CVDs, which 

was 18.72% of the total number of deaths from noncommunicable diseases. Mortality from 

cancer followed, with 641 cases, which represented 7.25% of mortality due to noncommunicable 

diseases. Diabetes was responsible for 365 death cases, which was 4.13% of the total number of 

deaths due to noncommunicable diseases. 

 

In addition, in 2005, a total number of 178,859 new cases of noncommunicable diseases 

were taken care of. Hypertension was in first place, with a total of 94,573 cases. Diabetes earned 

second place, with a total of 51,670 cases; and third place went to malignant neoplasms, with 

15,062 cases. There were 17,554 cases of cardiovascular diseases taken care of during 2005. The 

above figures are the ones provided by the network of the MPSAS and do not include the 

statistics of the Salvadoran Institute of Social Security. / 

 

El Salvador put through a request to become a CARMEN member in 2004 and 

participated in the first regional meeting in 2005.  

 

The Government's Program for 1999–2004, called "The New Partnership" set out six 

priority areas. In the area of health, it envisages: initiating reform that builds an equitable, 

effective, and participatory national health system, decentralizing and introducing market 

incentives into health services delivery, and providing incentives for local projects in the areas of 
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health promotion, disease prevention, and basic sanitation and environmental health that will 

encourage organized and sustained participation by the community and local governments.1

 

An Institutional Strategic Plan has been prepared but the implementation of its strategies 

has not begun because an intersectoral consensus is needed in order to maximize the 

participation of all the sectors during the execution. However, a municipality has already been 

selected, which is intended to become a CARMEN demonstration area. 

 

To date, El Salvador is not a participant in the Policy Observatory, nor the CARMEN 

School, because it has been very actively involved in the subregional Central American Diabetes 

Initiative (CAMDI). Most of the efforts of the country have been oriented toward CAMDI; A 

baseline survey on NCD risk factors was carried out in Santa Tecla—a municipality within the 

metropolitan area of San Salvador— in 2004. 

 

In addition, studies have been conducted on the quality of care of the diabetic patients 

and a similar study with hypertensive patients has been drafted.  

 

El Salvador has made efforts to advance toward the design of a National Plan for the 

Prevention of Chronic Diseases, however to date the only available interinstitutional tender that 

is considered for validation is that of the MPSAS. In coordination with PAHO Country Office, 

the initiation of specific actions has already been planned to promote this validation.  

 
1 Pan American Health Organization. Regional Core Health Data Initiative. Country Health Profiles. 2002.  


