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Health in the Americas
Director’s Message

The Secretariat of the Pan American Health
Organization has a constitutional responsibility
to report to the Pan American Sanitary
Conference on health conditions and trends in
the Region. Such is the principal purpose of this

2007 edition of Health in the Americas. It offers an updated,
comprehensive presentation of the health situation through-
out the hemisphere generally and specifically in the 46
countries and territories of the Americas.

Health in the Americas address the issue of health as a
human right, taking into account both the individual and
community contexts, and examines various critical determi-
nants of health, including those of a biological, social, cul-
tural, economic, and political nature. That examination
reveals the existence of gaps, disparities, and inequities that
persist in our Region, especially those related to access to
basic services, health, nutrition, housing, and adequate liv-
ing conditions as well as to the lack of opportunities for
human development—all of which contribute to the greater
vulnerability to diseases and health risks of some population
groups.

Therefore, in addition to the Secretariat’s institutionally spe-
cific remit to describe and analyze health problems and the
response of the health sector to those problems, we have
chosen to frame our analysis in the context of the universal
commitment to the Millennium Development Goals of reduc-
ing hunger and poverty, promoting gender equity in oppor-
tunities for education, preventing and controlling diseases,
managing and furthering cooperation among countries, and
creating and strengthening subregional and intersectoral
partnerships between governments and civil society—as nec-
essary conditions to achieve better health for the peoples of
the Americas. 

This regional panorama expresses our commitment to work
with the countries to address the unfinished agenda of
unnecessary, preventable deaths of mothers, children, and
other vulnerable population groups; to continue and renew
efforts to sustain achievements in health, such as the elimi-
nation of diseases preventable by immunization; and to

tackle ongoing and future challenges such as, among others,
HIV/AIDS, multiresistant tuberculosis, juvenile violence,
and new forms of bioterrorism.

In our determination to add value to the information we
provide our readers, this edition of Health in the Americas
offers some new features such as individual highlights of
each country’s efforts to deal with a specific national health
problem. And, in our continuing attempts to broaden the
reach of our information and to capitalize on changing
technologies for the benefit of our readers, we are publish-
ing this edition of Health in the Americas in print, online,
and other digital platforms.

Along with the description and analysis of regional health
conditions, this edition provides the perspectives of 10 inter-
nationally renowned experts regarding the “Health Agenda
for the Americas, 2008-2017,” an initiative of the countries
of the Region launched on the occasion of the XXXVII
General Assembly of the Organization of American States
(Panama City, 3 June 2007), the aim of which is to pursue
over the coming decade an integrated, collective enterprise
to attain the health goals of the Region.

In closing, we aver that this latest in a series of 14 editions
of our flagship publication gathers facts and presents intel-
ligence with regard to health in the Americas, by providing
analysis, perspectives, and context as accurately, fairly, and
authoritatively as possible. We hope that our readers will
bear in mind that behind every number and every statistic
in this publication is the life of a girl, a boy, a woman, or a
man living in some corner of the Region. We further hope
that the 2012 edition of the publication will bring news of
the countries’ great progress in their common covenant to
attain better health and longer, fuller, more fruitful lives for
all the peoples of the Americas, especially those who thus
far have been excluded from the benefits of development. 

—Mirta Roses Periago, Director

2007

       




