
Volume II tackles these same issues from a national per-
spective and includes information on progress towards
attaining the Millennium Development Goals. This volume
has 46 chapters covering information and analysis for each
of the countries or territories in the Americas.

Health in the Americas offers up-to-date information on
health in the Region to government officials, public health
and medical professionals, researchers, medical librarians,
students, and anyone interested in health and human
development in the Americas.
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“[Health in the Americas] continues to be an extraordinary, valuable
document for those interested in knowing more about health and dis-
ease in the Region and is a powerful tool for agencies and governments
planning resource allocation and health improvements."

–The Journal of the American Medical Association (JAMA) 
on the previous edition

One of the Pan American Health Organization’s core
mandates is to collect and disseminate information on
health conditions and trends in the countries and territo-
ries of the Americas. One key mechanism to accomplish
this mandate is to publish Health in the Americas, a com-
prehensive report exclusively devoted to tracking and
analyzing the Region’s health situation. This book has
been published every 4 years since 1954, and beginning in
2002, every 5 years. As such, Health in the Americas has
become the Organization’s flagship publication, informing
Member Governments on public health issues critical to
policy development and decision-making. 

The two volumes of Health in the Americas present infor-
mation for the 2000–2005 period. Volume I examines
health in the Americas from a Regional perspective.
Among other issues, the volume’s six chapters analyze:
• the political, social, and economic context of health, as

well as important demographic and mortality trends; 
• the leading diseases and health problems and efforts to

prevent and control them; 
• the interrelationship between the environment and

human living conditions; 
• the structure and functioning of 

health systems in the Region 
and efforts to reform them, and 
the scope and impact of inter-
national cooperation in health;
• the prospects for improv-

ing health in the
Region addressed
by a group of in-
ternationally  re-
nowned experts
who offer their
comments on the
“Health Agenda
for the Americas,
2008-2017.” 
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• In addition to the present iteration of past trends in the
Region this edition provides a vision of the future of
health in the Americas. Distinguished leaders with pro-
found experience in international health offer their
remarks on the “Health Agenda for the Americas,
2008-2017”. These leaders include: George A.O.
Alleyne, Stephen Blount, Paolo Buss, Nils Kastberg,
Gustavo Kourí, Jay McAuliffe, Sylvie Stachenko,
Muthu Subramanian, Ricardo Uauy, and Marijke
Velzeboer-Salcedo.

• A series of highlighted profiles on health challenges
and how the respective national health sector is
responding to those challenges are presented for each
of the countries.

New in the 2007 edition:

      




