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Percent immunization coverages of children less than 1 year
of age for countries of the English-speaking Caribbean.
1982 (reported) and 1985 (projected)

Percent immunization Coverage

Country DPT Polio Measles BCG
1982 1985 1982 1985 1982 1985 1982 19-

Anguilla 89 95 86 95 72 85 65 9
Antigua and Barbuda 7S 90 86 90 a) b) a) b
Bahamas 69 80 67 80 65 80 a) -
Barbados 62 75 63 75 53 65 c) t
Belize 50 60 52 60 43 50 75 7:
Bermuda 53 b,d) 53 b,d) 60e) b,d) a) b,:
British Virgin Is. &3 85 %4 95 86 85 a) s
Cayman Islands °0 95 91 95 98e,f) 95e,f) 68 9cz
Dominica 100 b) 73 b) 43 b) 48 t
Grenada 56 85 61 85 5 80 a) b
Guyana 53 75 73 75 68g) 85¢g) 78 &:
Jamaica 34 65 72h) 70 12 60 27 77
Montserrat 94 g4 86 8¢ 5le) Sle) 66 G¢:
Saint Lucia 79 100 81 100 43 70) 60 g
St. Kitts-Nevis 92 >90 93 290 a) 80 a) 7i:
St. Vincent and

the Grenadines 67 95 9% > 30 40 753) a) &z
Suriname 61 90 58 210} 17k) 901) a) I
Trinidad & Tobago 54 80 59 80 a) b) a) =B
Turks & Caicos Is. 67 b,d) 80 b,d) 6 b,d) 50 b,d .
a) Vaccine not included in national program in 1982. h) Attained by mass camp:
b) Immunization coverage target for 1985 not established. following polio epider
c) >5 years i) 0-5 years
d) Did not attend Trinidad meeting. i) €2 years
e) MMR vaccine used k) 12-35 months
f) €15 months 1) 1-3 years
g) 1 year

Source: CAREC, 1983






SECOND SUBREGIONAL MEETING OF CARIBBEAN EPI PROGRAM MANAGERS

21-25 November 1983, Port of Spain, Trinidad

Final Report

The EPI program managers for the English-speaking Caribbean held
their second subregional meeting from 21 to 25 November in Trinidad, two
years after the first subregional meeting in Kingston, Jamaica. Twenty-
two representatives from seventeen countries attended the meeting, which
was hosted by the Caribbean Epidemiology Center (CAREC) in Port of Spain.

The primary objectives of the meeting were to set each country's
1985 targets for immunization coverage and disease reduction, and to
analyze the strategies and activities designed to achieve those targets,
as outlined in the national 1984-85 work plans. These work plans are an
important step towards the implementation of Resolution XVI of PAHO's
29th Directing Council which recognizes that accelerated progress will be
necessary to achieve the 1950 EPI goals, and urges countries to set
biennial targets for immunization coverge and for the reduction of the
morbidity and mortality of the EPI diseases.

Four technical presentations were also given at the meeting to
update participants on specific issues related to immunization.

Organization and Methodology

The participants were divided into four small working groups which
met for six hours a day to review progress made and problems encountered
over the previous two years, and to present the 1984-85 work plans. Each
day one country in the group gave a presentation including general
background information on the EPI, the current status of the program, and
the proposed targets and activities over the next two years, as outlined
In the 1984~85 work plans. In most cases, these plans had already been
prepared in draft form prior to the meeting. Following the presentation,
the other members of the group acted as technical advisers to analyze the
work plan under consideration, recommend possible new activities or
strategies, and discuss the proposed 1985 coverage and disease reduction
targets. Each country then prepared a final work plan incorporating
those changes deemed to be appropriate and feasible.

In addition, all participants met in a plenary session each
morning for presentation of a technical topic followed by a question and
answer pericd. The four subjects covered were: the optimal age for
measles immunization, a review of regional cold chain activities and work
being carried out at the Cold Chain Testing Center in Cali, Colombia;

contraindications to immunization; and EPI reporting systems in the
Caribbean,



On the last day of the meeting, each of the four working groups
presented a consolidated report covering the general problems,
achievements and targets of each country represented in the group.

Summary of Work Plans

Although the 19 countries comprising the Caribbean subregion vary
widely in terms of size, population and resources, a number of common
Problems emerged during the group discussions. It wag found that
accurate data on the under-1 target population were frequently not
available, making it difficult to calculate precise coverage
percentages. Some of the smaller islands have merely to fine-tune their
figures to take into account migrant populations, but many of the larger
countries have more complex problems in calculating their target
populations. Among activities planned in this area are better defirition
of each health center's catchment area, and the use of sample surveys to
determine the size of target populations. Concentrated "mini-mass”
campaigns are being planned by some countries to improve coverage in
areas where it is found to be particularly low,

Several countries listed problems related to late or inadequate
reporting of immunizations glven, and stressed the need for standard
formats for data collection and feedback to health staff of national

specifically referred to the problem of identifying and following up
defaulters. To combat thisg problem, some countries plan improved
administrative procedures for early detection of dropouts, increased
home visits, and more frequent monitoring of dropout percentages. Many
countries plan community education activities using the mass media in
order to make the Public more aware of the importance of the EPI vaccines
and the need to complete the recommended immunization schedule,

A pumber of countries mentioned the lack of resources--both
physical and human--as an obstacle to fyll implementation of program
activities, Five countries mentioned the problem of inadequate
transportation for health workers, and included items relating to the
purchase or loan of vehicles in their work plans, while three countries
have plans to recruit additional health staff, Most country plans,
however, seem to reflect a belief that making more effective use of
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Almost one-third of the countries represented at the meeting
mentioned the need for improved supervision. Activities planned in this
regard include more frequent scheduling of supervisory visits over the
next two years, and the development of guidelines to assure the visits
will be conducted more uniformly and effectively.

In the area of training, seven countries have programmed
activities related to community education and participation, and six have
scheduled more EPI workshops. Two countries also have specific plans to
introduce the EPI modules into the curricula of their Schools of Nursing

and/or Medicine. Several countries have also scheduled in-service
education activities,.

Most countries at the meeting specifically mentioned cold chain
activities in their work plans. Seven countries have plans to purchase
more refrigeration equipment, and four have programmed training
activities in the area of refrigerator maintenance and repair, Other
activities mentioned include the use of standby generators in the event
of power outages, more frequent recording of refrigerator temperatures,

and implementation of a system to assure proper rotation of vaccine
stocks.

In general, countries did not find it necessary to set specific
disease-reduction targets, in view of the relatively low numbers of cases
of the EPI diseases over the past two years. Rather, most countries aim
to try to maintain the low levels of incidence already achieved. Two
countries, however, have targeted a 50 percent reduction in measles
cases, and two of the smaller island nations aim to eliminate the
occurrence of all the EPI diseases by the end of 1985,

At the final session of the meeting a summary table was presented
of each country's 1985 coverage targets for complete immurization of
children under 1 year of age with DPT, polio, BCG and measles vaccines.

These figures are shown in Table 1, together with the reportec 1982
coverages,

Since 1980C, all 19 countries served by CAREC have been submitting

immunization coverage reports. All 19 countries routinely administer DPT

and polio vaccine, with most countries reporting coverages in the 60-$0
percent range.

BCG and measles immunizations have been introduced more recently
in most national programs; by the end of 1982, eleven countries were
administering BCG and sixteen were giving measles vaccine. Coverages
with these vaccines tend to be lower, ranging from 26 to 78 percent for
BCG and from 5 to 98 percent for measles immunization in 1982.%

* " "o
See "Country Operations in the English-speaking Caribbean, 19862" in
EPI Newsletter V-6 (December 1983) for additional details on Caribbean

immunization programs and disease incidence.



Immunizatjon coverage has generally improved between 1980 and
1983, particularly 1in the 12 smal

Populations of lessg than 130

Anguilla, Turks and Caicos Islands, British Virgin Islands, Montserrat,
Cayman Islands, st. Kitts/Nevis, Bermuda, Antigua and Barbuda, Dominica
Grenada, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, and Saint Lucia). The seven
larger countries (Belize, Bahamas, Barbados, Suriname, Guyana, Trinidad
and Tobago, and Jamaica) have also improved their coverages, but none has
yet reached levels greater than 80 percent with any vaccine,

Hd

If all countries meet their 1985 targets, immunization coverages
for DPT and Polio will range from 60 to 100 percent, with most countries
attaining coverages of over 80 percent. For measles, 1985 targets range
from 50 to 90 percent coverage, and for BCG, from 70 to 99 percent.

Another meeting of
Caribbean Program Managers is planned for the beginning of 1986, at which

time progress made in achieving the 1985 targets will be evaluated and
new ones will be set. It is hoped that these periodic meetings will
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PARTICIPANTS AT SUBREGIONAL MEETING OF CARIBBEAN EPI PROGRAM MANAGERS

21-25 November 1983

Port of Spain, Trinidad

Ms. Ineta Wallace

Deputy Sup. Public Health Nurse
Ministry of Health

St. John's, Antigua

Ms. Fredrica Sands
Ministry of Health

PO Box N 3729

Nassau, New Providence

Bahamas

Dr. Beverly Miller
Ministry of Health and
National Insurance
Jemmots Lane
Bridgetown, Barbados

Ms. Grace Collymore
Medical Dept.

PO Box 430

Belize City, Belize

Ms. Tatica Scatliffe
Ministry of Social Services
Road Town, Tortdla

British Virgin Islands

Ms. Janace Solomon
PO Box 9153
Grand Cayman, Cayman Islands

Ms. Euna John
Ministry of Health

Rosseau, Commonwealth of Dominica

Ms. Cynthia Telesford
Ministry for Health and Housing
St. George's, Crenada

Ms. Enid Cholmondeley
Ministry of Health

PO Box 157
Georgetown, Guyana

Dr. Peter Figueroa
Ministry of Health
10 Caledonia Avenue
Kingston 10, Jamaica

Ms. Marjorie Joseph
Health Dept.

Glendon Hospital

PO Box 24

Plymouth, Montserrat

Ms. Diana Francis-Delaney
Sr. Public Health Nurse
J.N.F. General Hospital
Basseterre, St. Kitts

Ms. Elritha Philippe
Ministry of Health
Castries, Saint Lucia

Ms. Vernie Bowman

Ministry of Health

Kingstown

St. Vincent and the Crenadines

Dr. Welsly Bodha

Bureau of Public Health
PO Box 767

Paramaribo, Suriname

Dr. Leon Monrose
Ministry of Health
35-357 Sackville St.
Port of Spain, Trinidad

Ms. Gracita Christopher
Immunization Manager
Cottage Hospital

The Valley, Anguilla






