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Outline 

1. Did communities succeeded in shaping our health systems? 
 

2. Are health systems overcoming communities inequalities? 
 

3. Why politics matters more than ever? Communities are 
evolving faster than social policies. 
 

4. Final remarks and drafting the roadmap. 
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The convoluted history of Latin American and the 
Caribbean health systems 

• Health Systems from The Americas share –in most 
cases- similar political, social, and  economic 
trajectories.  

 
• Communities were not necessary the cornerstone 

behind their foundations. 
 
• Communities have been targeted mainly from 

research as a path to overcome biomedical 
outcomes.  
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Source: Lawn JE, Rohde J, Rifkin S, Were M, Paul VP, Chopra M. Alma-Ata 30 years on: revolutionary, relevant, and time to revitalise. Lancet 2008; 372: 917–27 
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Health systems have shaped communities  

• Communities driven to health systems goals. 
• Participation instead shared decision-making. 
• Illness-based community health rather promotion-

based. 
• Community health achievements shifted to 

managerial outcomes. 
• Homogenization regarding what communities are 

pursuing from health systems. 
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Source: Cotlear D, Gómez-Dantés O, Knaul F, Atun R, Barreto ICHC, Cetrángolo O., et al. Overcoming social segregation in health care in Latin America. The Lancet 2015; 385(9974): 1248-1259.  
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Source: Solar O, Irwin A. A conceptual framework for action on the social determinants of health. Social Determinants of Health Discussion Paper 2 (Policy and Practice). 
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Source: Atun R, Monteiro de Andrade LO, Almeida G, Cotlear D, Dmytraczenko T, Frenz P, et al. Health-system reform and universal health coverage 
in Latin America. The Lancet 2015; 385(9974): 1230-1247 
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Source: Atun R, Monteiro de Andrade LO, Almeida G, Cotlear D, Dmytraczenko T, Frenz P, et al. Health-system reform and universal health coverage 
in Latin America. The Lancet 2015; 385(9974): 1230-1247 
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Source: Reynolds J, Egan M, Renedo A, Petticrew M. Conceptualising the ‘community’ as a recipient of money e A critical literature review, and implications for health and inequalities. 
Social Science & Medicine 2015; 143: 88-97. 
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Communities and political process 

• Communities are evolving faster than 
governments. 

• Social policies are arriving to late for 
communities unmet needs. 

• Communities are engaging in the political 
process as a whole. 

• Demanding access to healthcare is not isolated 
to other social policies. 
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Source: Milton B, Attree P, French B, Povall S, Whitehead M, Popay J. The impact of community engagement on health and social 
outcomes: a systematic review. Community Development Journal 2012; 47(3): 316–334.   
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Source: Farnsworth SK, Böse K, Fajobi O, Souzac PP, Peniston A, Davidson LL, et al. Community Engagement to Enhance Child Survival and Early Development 
in Low- and Middle-Income Countries: An Evidence Review. Journal of Health Communication 2014; 19:67–88. 
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Source: Huh J, Chul Kwon B, Kim S-H, Lee S, Choo J, Kim J., et al. Journal of Biomedical Informatics 63 (2016) 212–225 
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Source: Jabbar AM, Abelson J. Development of a framework for effective community engagement in Ontario, Canada. Health Policy 2011; 
101: 59–69 
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Communities out of the box 

• Communities are seeking solutions beyond health systems. 
 
• Health workforce are not necessary the pathway for further 

community engagement nowadays. 
 
• Health sector is no longer the main entrance for community 

seeking wellbeing and health. 
 
• From Latin American and The Caribbean health systems, 

community engagement hinder the challenge of their own 
democratization within health systems. 
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What should be the road map? 

• Do we understand the politics of community health? 
A new road project can be the pathway for engage 
community in health issues. 
 

• How to manage different community setting without 
fragmentation and segmentation? 

 
• Would we still try to persuading to engage others 

stakeholders? Political commitment doesn't mean a 
positive outcome in the politics of health policies.  
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