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Latin American Youth are utilizing their mobile phones, with about 32 million teens aged 14-18 have a mobile account 

And about double that, 60.1 million ,of 19-24 year old students have a mobile account in Latin America

Opportunities to tap into youth, where youth are…
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Imagine a community that is totally 

connected—a Digital Community—that 
fundamentally transforms the way we live, work, 
and play. 
Instead of being tied to offices, homes, or 
individual hotspots, people have fast, convenient 
access to information—and each other—from 
virtually any corner of their community. 
 

DIGITAL COMMUNITIES 



The New Normal….. 

• Over 5 million people are calling, texting, 
tweeting and browsing on mobile phones 
worldwide. 

• YouTube users upload 48 hours of new video 
every minute of the day 

• 570 new website are created every minutes 
 

 







IMPROVED ABILITY to self-
manage, alert providers and 
support medication 
adherence 

FOR PROVIDERS 
Deliver safe, timely, more efficient 

and cost-effective care 

Connected Health 
Technology 



Right Information 
in the  
Right Place  
at the  
Right Time 
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To really use technology effectively in health, we need
systems to interact with one another to provide the data required
to make informed decisions about the delivery of care. ‘Digital
healthcare’ is not about the technologies, it’s about new ways of
solving healthcare problems, creating unique experiences for
patients and accelerating healthcare providers’ growth. Over the
longer term, digital healthcare will help system-wide operations
and organisations to deliver more powerful healthcare.




Youth and young adults living 
in LAC are some of the most 
active participants in new 
technology 

Typically go to 
social media and 
chat applications 

as 
communication 
mode of choice  



Internet usage is also evenly 
distributed, with women 
accounting for nearly 50% of 
the region’s internet usage  

Spend more time online than other youth 
across the world; the current global 

average is 26.2 hours online per month, 
but Central and South American youth 

are averaging 32.5 hours online per 
month  



What are people doing on their 
mobile phones? 

Video Watching 

Instant Messaging  
Social Media 



DIGITAL  
               Storytelling 

ordinary people tell their own ‘true stories’ 

COMPELLING 
EMOTIONAL 

ENGAGING 
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We can use this existing trend to reach our audiences by creating and sharing digital content. This is where I would like to talk briefly about digital story telling. Digital Storytelling is an emerging term, one that arises from a grassroots movement that uses new digital tools to help ordinary people tell their own ‘true stories’ in a compelling and emotionally engaging form. Digital storytelling is a way for individuals to share meaningful stories from their lives. Spoken words form the basis; photographs and music are used to add emotional impact. These elements are combined to produce a short (< 10 minutes), personal multimedia work that can be shared electronically.


http://vimeo.com/61829206


SOCIAL MEDIA MOST 
POPULAR ACTIVITY 





“MOBILITY”  
IS  
KEY 
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This number is expected to double in the next few years. So if you are planning an online presence and outreach to your audience, it will be critical to ensure that your website is either mobile compatible built in a response design or you have a mobile website. 
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In just over three years, Hablemos is on its way to 6 million visits, 10 and a half million page views and half a million social media contacts. 
Hablemos de Sexo y Amor is part of the wider project Love Matters project, specifically for young Hispanic people.
The information we provide is easily accessible and packaged across a wide variety of formats, from personal stories to articles related to sexuality and sexual health, to informational videos.




60% access website 
through mobile phones 
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The sites ability to leverage mobile technology is fundamental to their success. They are increasingly capitalizing on the growth of access to the Internet to circumnavigate gatekeepers and deliver information directly into the palms of peoples hands. Almost 60% of their users in Latin America do so through their smartphones, allowing them immediate access to the sites information anonymously, freely and safely.
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MOBILE  
        APPS 
Whiz  toys  
to valuable tools 
Improving health 
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78% of teens now have a cell phone, and almost half (47%) of them own smartphones. The number of smart phone owners is expected to double in the next couple of years. Hence more teens will be able to download apps on their phones than ever before making mobile phone applications a viable way of working with teens. 





Text 

JHPIEGO  
Zindagi SMS  Pakistan 

Cell-Life South Africa 
randomized controlled study design to test whether 
SMSs could be used to get people to test for HIV 

Messaging 
I’D 

RATHER 
BE 

TEXTING 

voluntary male circumcision in Tanzania  

Tuberculosis 





MobiUS SP1 
smartphone 
ultrasound 

Vitality GlowCap 
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Mobisante MobiUS SP1 Ultrasound System: Ultrasound imaging is a vital diagnostic tool that can save lives, yet an estimated 70% of the world's population, especially patients in developing countries, does not have access to the technology.
This device -- a mobile ultrasound probe which plugs into a smartphone -- allows for handheld ultrasound imaging, enabling the technology to reach rural areas in developing countries which may be far from clinics with a conventional ultrasound machine. For a second opinion, or remote diagnosis, the scan images can be transmitted via cell network or WiFi.
AT&T Vitality GlowCaps: Simply put, these pill bottles tell you when it's time to take your medicine. With patients' failure to take their prescribed medicine a major headache for healthcare providers, these medicine bottle caps use embedded mobile technology to encourage patients to stick to their prescription routine.
When it's time for a pill, the caps illuminate, play ringtones, then progress to calling or texting the patient's mobile phone to remind them. A record is made of every time the pill bottle is opened, which is periodically transmitted to nominated medical staff or family members to monitor the patients' adherence to their treatment regime.





VIRTUAL REALITY (VR) 
Immersive Empathy 

Stanfords-virtual-reality-lab-cultivates-empathy-for-the-homeless 



ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 



 
 
 Increased 
Reach  
 
 Large Scale 
Replication  
 
 Lower Cost of 
Delivery  

B
EN

EFITS 



mHealth Applications 

• Supply Chain Management 
– Consistent access to health products 

• Healthcare Worker Support and Training 
– Connecting with and supporting front-line health 

workers 
• Health Communications to Enable Informed 

Decision-Making 
– Communicate with and educate individuals 



Our 
Communities 
deserve 
real 
information, 
when 
they need it, 
how 
they need it. 

Dr. Bhupendra Sheoran 
Executive Director 
YTH 
+1-510-835-9400 
sheoran@yth.org 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
YTH, a nonprofit based in Oakland, California, partners with those in search of new ways to advance the health of youth and young adults through appropriate technology.

Appropriate technology is key. Our solutions focus on emerging, startling, and sometimes, simple technologies that can reach young people where they are.
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