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Each year the WHO SAVE LIVES: Clean Your 

Hands campaign aims to maintain a global 

profile on the importance of hand hygiene in 

health care and to ‘bring people together’ in 

support of improvement globally. 
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WHO Infection Prevention and Control  

Global Unit  
– leading the hand hygiene campaign – 

Protecting patient and health worker lives across the world 
through excellence in infection prevention and control 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAVE LIVES: Clean Your Hands is one key part of  

WHO Infection Prevention and Control work 

http://www.who.int/infection-prevention/en/ 



A permanent WHO web feature  

http://www.who.int/infection-prevention/campaigns/en/ 



 Based on the Core Components for 

effective infection prevention and 

control programmes at the national 

and facility level, WHO emphasizes 

the evidence for and importance of 

hand hygiene in strengthening IPC 

programmes 

 Campaigning each year on or around 

5 May is one important part of 

improving behaviour towards IPC best 

practices. 

 

     Hand hygiene at the core of effective IPC 

http://www.who.int/gpsc/ipc-components/en/ 

http://www.who.int/gpsc/ipc-components/en/
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http://www.who.int/infection-prevention/publications/core-

components/en/ 



WHO hand hygiene campaign was launched in 2009  

Recently it has linked with other programmes and 
priorities = heightened awareness  

5 May 2014 

AMR 

5 May 2016 

Surgery 

5 May 2017 

AMR 



SAVE LIVES: Clean Your Hands 5 May 2018 campaign 

http://www.who.int/infection-prevention/campaigns/en/ 



70th World Health Assembly (WHA) 2017 

“Improving the prevention, diagnosis and clinical 

management of sepsis” - resolution 
 Sepsis: life-threatening organ 

dysfunction caused by 

dysregulated host response to 

infection 

 Reported to affect more than 30 

million people worldwide every 

year  

 Priorities for addressing sepsis 

– Strengthen prevention 

(including in health care) 

– Increase awareness of sepsis 

http://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA70/A70_R7-en.pdf?ua=1 



5 May 2018 - Calls to action 
Health workers 

 ‘Take 5 Moments1 to clean your hands to prevent sepsis in health care’ 

IPC leaders2 

 ‘Be a champion in promoting hand hygiene to prevent sepsis in health care’ 

Health facility leaders – hospital directors or other top leaders 

 ‘Prevent sepsis in health care, make hand hygiene a quality indicator in 

your hospital’ 

Ministry of Health (MoH) 

 ‘Implement the 2017 WHA3 sepsis resolution.  

      Make hand hygiene a national marker of health care quality’ 

Patient advocacy groups 

 ‘Ask for 5 Moments of clean hands to prevent sepsis in health care’ 

1. Refers to the “My 5 Moments for Hand Hygiene”  

2. Those dedicated to IPC at the facility level  

3. World Health Assembly 









WHO campaign toolkit –  

for reference all year round 

http://www.who.int/infection-prevention/campaigns/clean-

hands/5may_advocacy-toolkit.pdf?ua=1 



5 May 2018 photo board 

 



Social Media for 5 May 2018 

Use #HandHygiene and #Sepsis   

Follow @WHO @didierpittet @allegranzib @claireekt 

Follow global and national IPC and sepsis organisations 

Photos will be captured and uploaded to a dedicated 

website managed by Professor Didier Pittet 



Other resources 

 A dedicated WHO sepsis 

web page 

 A WHO sepsis factsheet 

 An animation video on  

sepsis prevention 

 Campaign announcements 

in journals 

 Newsletter 

 

 A practical manual supporting 

implementation of the OMS core 

components at facility level 

 A WHO IPC facility assessment 

framework 

 A training package on leadership 

in IPC 

 WHO announcements on new 

surgical site infections and hand 

hygiene resources 

• Join the free Webber teleclass on 3 May, register here  

(you can also hear the recording after 3 May) 

www.webbertraining.com/schedulep1.php?command=viewClass&ID=1393   

 

http://www.webbertraining.com/schedulep1.php?command=viewClass&ID=1393


As of April 2018, 20 614 facilities in 179 countries –  

covering over 12 million staff and almost 5 million beds 

Achieving impact from the campaign: 

Health facility registrations (=action) 

We still need 

more to join! 

http://www.who.int/infection-prevention/campaigns/clean-hands/register/en/ 





Why IPC is so important for patient outcomes? 

http://www.who.int/infection-prevention/publications/ipc-role/en/ 



Why is campaigning important? 
It has been shown to be one part of achieving improvement in 

health care 

http://www.who.int/infection-prevention/tools/core-components/cc-

implementation-guideline.pdf 
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HAND HYGIENE EXCELLENCE AWARDS (HHEA) 

our office 

6 

9 

16 

31 winners from 22 countries 



Lessons learned from HHEA winners 

• Stay focused 

• Wide stakeholder involvement & continuous 

feedback to all stakeholders 

• Engagement and ownership 

• Ability to customize interventions to the 

local situation and culture 

• Visibility and support in the clinical areas 

• OMS tools can be powerful - promoted 

through the campaign 

 



http://www.who.int/infection-prevention/tools/hand-hygiene/en/ 





http://www.who.int/gpsc/5may/hand-hygiene-report.pdf 



Objective 1: Improve awareness and understanding of antimicrobial  

resistance through effective communication, education and training 

Objective 2: Strengthen the knowledge and evidence base through  

surveillance and research 

Objective 3: Reduce the incidence of infection through effective sanitation, hygiene and infection 

prevention measures 

Objective 4: Optimize the use of antimicrobial medicines in human and animal health 

Objective 5: Develop the economic case for sustainable investment that takes account of the needs 

of all countries, and increase investment in new medicines, diagnostic tools, vaccines and other 

interventions 

 

Table 1: Strategic objectives of the WHO Global Action Plan on Antimicrobial Resistance 

Global Action Plan on Antimicrobial 

Resistance 

http://www.who.int/antimicrobial-resistance/global-action-plan/en/ 





https://www.washinhcf.org/home/ 



("Hand Hygiene"[Mesh] OR "hand hygiene" OR "hand disinfection"[Mesh] OR hand disinf* OR "hand sanitizers"[Mesh] OR hand sanit* OR “hand 
washing” OR “handwashing” OR “hand wash” OR hand rub* OR "handrubbing" OR hand cleans* OR hand deconta* OR "hand cleaning" OR 
alcohol-based hand rub* OR hand-antisep* OR surgical scrub*) 

Pires D et al. Why language matters: a tour through hand hygiene literature. 

Antimicrobial Resistance and Infection Control (2017) 6:65  



Hand hygiene  

http://annals.org/aim/article/1657884/top-patient-safety-strategies-can-

encouraged-adoption-now 
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http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1744987116628328 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LZapz2L6J1Q&feature=youtu.be  
38/41 

Finally - a lot of information, but a WHO 

video provides excellent country 

advocacy for IPC 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LZapz2L6J1Q&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LZapz2L6J1Q&feature=youtu.be
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WHO dedicated 5 May webpage 

- resources - 

 http://www.who.int/infection-

prevention/campaigns/en/  

Use WHO hand hygiene improvement tools  

all year round 

- resources - 

http://www.who.int/infection-

prevention/tools/hand-hygiene/en/ 

 

http://www.who.int/gpsc/5may/es/  
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WHO Infection Prevention and Control  

Global Unit 
Thank you for your on-going commitment! 

http://www.who.int/infection-prevention/en/  
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