Ecuador

Ecuador has shown a dramatic decrease in malaria incidence achiev-
ing 99% reduction compared to the year 2000, surpassing its Millenni-
um Development Goal (MDG). The country is presently in pre-elimina-
tionphase. Proportion of cases dueto Plasmodium falciparum and
mixed infections has followed a similartrend from almost 47% of all
cases to 14% in 2011. One death due to malaria was reported in 2011.

Guayas, Esmeraldas and Canar, all on the western side of the coun-
try, reported 90% of all cases dueto P. falciparum and mixed infec-
tions in the country in 2011. Anopheles albimanus is the principal vec-
toralong the pacific coastwhile A. darlingi abounds in the Amazon re-
gion.

Artemether and Lumefantrine is used for treatment of P. falciparum,
and chloroquine and primaquinefor P. vivax, a 14 day treatment
regimenbeing followed fortheformer. Aimost68% of all cases were
diagnosed and treated withinthe first 72 hours of appearance of symp-
toms, stillshort fromthe 80% considered to be ideal.

Coverage by indoor residual spraying (IRS) and insecticide treated
bednets (ITNs) has been decreasing in recent years on account of de-
creasing malaria incidence, after having reached a peak in 2009. The
proportion of cases inchildren less than 15 years has increased
steadily from 23% in 2002 to 39% in 2011.

Funding by the government increased steadily till 2007 after which a

steep fallwas seen. A Global Fund project and funding from AMI-
RAVREDA project aid malaria control.
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