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PAHO/WHO regional perspective

* Activities during the last years (2007- 2013):

o IHR National Focal Points established;
o Regional Severe Acute Respiratory Infections surveillance initiated;

o Re-organization of Health Services during outbreaks (Dengue, H1N1,
seasonal Flu);

o International Response Teams deployed (GOARN, other
mechanisms).
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Global Outbreak Alert and Response Network

18 GOARN partners
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Information

 Dissemination of information:

o Importance of disseminating clinical information, epidemiological
updates, new / updated guidelines and recommendations on
Surveillance, Laboratory, Case Management, Infection Control,
Bio-Risk management (English, Spanish);

o Awareness and Response of HCW regarding detection of unusual /
unexpected SARI events at all levels of care.

« Exchange of information through IHR channel:

o Dialogue between WHO regional IHR Contact Point and IHR
National Focal Points for joint risk assessment.
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PAHO/WHO Response

* Regional on going / performed activities include:

o Articulation of Laboratory network around WHO CCs
(Influenza, Coronavirus) and National Influenza Centers;

o Training on Bio Risk Management for shipment of samples;
o Integration in global surveillance networks;
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PAHO/WHO Response

 Regional on going / performed activities include:

o Inclusion of MERS Co-V and avian influenza on surveillance
training materials;

o Supporting the implementation of the National Unusual Severe
Acute Respiratory Infections Surveillance System;

o On line Training on new / updated Infection Control Guidelines.

Middie East respiratory syadrome coronavirus
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PAHO/WHO Response

- PAHO/WHO

o will keep sharing information through IHR and Public channels;

o Will keep supporting the countries in stepping up Surveillance
and Control activities;

o will deploy experts to support countries if required.
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Hope for the best...and prepare for the worst
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