DRAFT
MINUTES OF THE TECHNICAL ADVISORY GROUP ON GENDER AND HEALTH (WASHINGTON DC, 9 and 10 November, 2009)
MONDAY 9 NOVEMBER 2009
8:30 to 10:30: Launching the Plan of Action (see agenda) 

11:30 to 12:30: Strengthening Partnership for Implementation of PAHO’s Gender Equality Action Plan. (Please see attached agenda and list of participants) 

· All the participants mentioned the importance of gender issues across sectors, and the need to involve men in advocacy on gender issues. 
· The Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) referred specifically to the importance of issues regarding violence against women and the need to include the gender approach at the OEAs. 

CIM’s three main areas of interest were: (i) violence against women, (ii) political empowerment of women and (iii) financial empowerment of women.

· Inter-American Development Bank (IADB) expressed interest on: reduction of maternal mortality, women leaders in the Americas, adolescent pregnancy, and domestic violence. There is a new gender equality policy at the IADB, on which the IADB participant welcomed comments. 

·  USAID expressed interest in gender integration, disaggregation of data, gender based violence and empowerment of women.

· The observations of TAG members focused on: 

· Need for country assessment
· Need for resources: financial and human

· Possibility of TAG to be replicated at a national level
· Involvement of academia
· Emphasis on sexual and reproductive health rights

· Equity-based gender approach
· Importance of involvement of associations
· Restructuring Ministries of Health to provide a more important role to gender. 
2:00 pm-5:00 pm: Meeting of the Technical Advisory Group
1. 
There was a change in the agenda and Marijke Velzeboer (GEH Coordination) presented the 2010/11 Biannual Work Plan.
Dr. Velzeboer reported on the GEH team, presented the GEH Biannual Work Plan 2008/09 and described OSERs.
After the presentation there was an open discussion among TAG members: 
1. All TAG members congratulated GEH for the enormous effort and the great number of actions and accomplishments in a short period of time with very limited resources. In particular, reference was made to technical support and Special Program initiatives (partnership with the technical areas). 

2. Ms. Kate Dickson requested information regarding data availability for the USA and Canada on the health of women and men. GEH confirmed that PAHO also obtains data from USA and Canada. 

3. Various TAG members requested that the GEH provide information to the TAG on its accomplishments during the year and not only before or at the TAG meeting. 
4. A suggestion was made to investigate better ways of establishing information networks and communication strategies. 

5. Serious problems in LAC concerning the issue of reproductive rights were referenced as was the need to coordinate efforts among UN agencies in dealing with this problem. 
6. UNFPA mentioned the existence of the “National Committees for Reproductive Health” which could help PAHO in the advancement of women’s reproductive rights.

7. The importance of using the census to incorporate data regarding Indigenous Peoples and Afro-descendents was also mentioned.
2. 
Follow-up to TAG Recommendations (Socorro Gross, PAHO Assistant Director).

Dr. Gross mentioned some changes that would strengthen the GEH entity in the next biennium by including human rights law, ethnicity and inter-culturalism as part of the same entity. SDE will share a post with GEH on gender and violence. 

Dr. Gross referred to the Strategic Plan on Gender and the importance of mainstreaming the gender approach.

Open discussion for TAG members: 

1. A number of clarification points were raised concerning the structure of the GEH new entity. 

2. Carmen Barroso applauded the idea of including gender, human rights and ethnicity in the same group since they are all cross-cutting issues that protect vulnerable groups. 
3. It was clarified that although there is one unique strategy, there are two different entities to be established: i) gender, human rights law and multiculturalism and ii) health promotion, social determinants and primary health care. 
4. Similarly, although there are two different entities, there is only one common approach to mainstreaming. 
5. Participants emphasized the importance of disaggregating data by ethnicity (Afro-descendants and Indigenous Peoples). Although this is a very important point, it has not been reflected sufficiently in the national policies. 

6. Mainstreaming gender should operate also with the human rights approach at country, regional and sub-regional level. 

7. The TAG observed that while there have been advances in the LAC region on gender issues, there has also been a deterioration with respect to women’s rights and a very strong need for a common effort from the agencies on advancement of  women’s reproductive rights. 
8. TAG members were concerned about the lack of regular program funds for GEH and that 55% of the funds are voluntary contributions. 

TUESDAY 10 NOVEMBER 2009
9:20 am to 12:30pm:  Mainstreaming Gender in PAHO: Regional and Countries Experiences. 

1. 
Presentation of Ian Stein (PBR): Mainstreaming Gender in PAHO’s operational Planning Manual

TAG’s comments: 

The funding of the GEH is limited since 55% are voluntary contributions. Possibilities for alternative ways of obtaining financing for gender could include:  i) seeking a percentage from other entities; ii) including GEH in donor’s meetings;  iii) encouraging managers to raise and allocate funds to ensure gender mainstreaming. iv) Strengthening collaboration with other donors.

· Need for establishing a time frame for incorporating the gender analysis in the project proposals for donors. 

2. 
Presentation of Paulo Lyra (FCH) with the participation of Dr. Gottfried Hirnshall: examples of mainstreaming.  

TAG concentrated on the following topics: 

· The questions was raised how is PAHO dealing with access to the HPV vaccine?  Is it considered as a human right?  The importance of education on female condoms was stressed. 
· Importance of mainstreaming in education (Mexico Declaration) 

· Transgender issues
· Women’s health in its totality (prevention).  

· Access to services (domestic workers): based on human rights approach.  

· Violence against Indigenous women. 

· Human trafficking.

· Gender equality. 

3. 
Presentation of Alberto Concha-Eastman (Sustainable Development and Environmental Health, SDE) 

TAG’s comments: These are crucial recommendations requiring additional reflection.
· Need to mobilize more financial resources for violence against women. 

· Importance of gender mainstreaming in the formation of doctors and health professionals. 

· More studies needed on sexual harassment in the context of health workers. 

· Applauded the collaboration between SDE and GEH . 

· Emphasized the need to study the possibility of establishing collaborating centers on gender. 

4.
Presentation of Silvia Narvaez, Nicaragua 

TAG’s comments: 

· Importance of including the gender mainstreaming at a country level (support countries)

· Empowerment of Ministries of Women

· Need to work with men and men networks to find support for mainstreaming.

· Need to incorporate sexual diversity in mainstreaming. 

· Increase interagency cooperation through the RDT. 

2:30 to 5:30: Presentation of “Implementing the PAHO Gender Equality Policy in Suriname, Elwine Van Kanten and Ecuador, Ms. Viviane Ramel. 

Perhaps this presentation requires further reflection.
TAG’s comments: 

· Participants insisted on the importance of the problems of Indigenous Peoples and interculturality. 

· Importance of including civil society in the discussion. 

· Need to coordinate actions among Ministries and within the agencies. 

· Importance of collaboration with academia. 

· Synergy between agencies though the UNCT (at country level). 

· Importance of courses and capacity building.

· Need for the operationalization of the Plan of Action at country level. 

5:30 to 6:30: TAG’s internal discussion. 

6:30 to 7:15: Presentation of the Preliminary Recommendations of the TAG (see attached)
Dr. Mirta Roses participated in the discussion and made concrete recommendations to the draft. In particular she stressed the need for sub-regional cooperation, i.e. with sub-regional organizations (UNASUR, MERCOSUR,CAN, etc). 

The concept of mainstreaming includes the sharing of responsibility at all levels of Government including at local and municipal level. 
Dr. Roses underlined the importance of understanding women’s rights in its entirety and as part of the broader human rights based approach and as an essential strategy to improve the health of the people around the world.
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