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e Pneumonia in El Salvador
e West Nile Virus (WNV) in USA and Canada

Pneumonia in El Salvador

The Ministry of Health reported that in Epidemiological Week (EW) 30 (ending on 26
July) 6,315 cases of pneumonia were recorded, with a cumulative of 50,394 for this
year. This surpasses by 31% the total number of cases reported for the same period in
2002 and by 71% for 2001; the countries remains in epidemic status according to
expected number of cases (endemic channels). During the last five weeks, the SIBASI
(Basic Comprehensive Health System) of Metapan, Ahuachapan, Suchitoto,
Cojutepeque, San Vicente, Usulutan, and Jiquilisco have register the highest
incidence rates. Of the total number of consultations, 8 out of every 10 have been
given to children under 10 years of age, most of whom are under one year old (9,121
per 100,000 in the population).

With regard to hospitalizations, the Ministry of Health’s hospital network reported for
EW 30 an average of 325 daily hospital admissions for pneumonia.

A total of 304 institutional deaths associated with pneumonias were registered up to
26 July 2003 (see table below).

Pneumonia-Associated Deaths by Age Group
(El Salvador, EW 30, 2002-2003)

Deaths by Age Group 2002 2003
<1lyear 99 54
1-4 years 30 23
5-9 years

10-19 years

20-59 years 48 34
60+ years 105 181

Total 289 304
Source: Ministry of Health of El Salvador.


http://www.paho.org/English/AD/DPC/CD/eid-eer-ew.htm
http://www.paho.org/English/AD/DPC/CD/eid-eer-31-jul-2003.htm#els#els
http://www.paho.org/English/AD/DPC/CD/eid-eer-31-jul-2003.htm#wnv#wnv

Starting in EW 20 (ending on 17 May) and up to EW 29 (ending on 19 July), 63 samples
were processed from patients in three hospitals and two health units in the
metropolitan area of San Salvador and a hospital in the interior, by utilizing panels for
respiratory viruses with the available reagents. Of the 27 positive samples, 16 (59%)
corresponded to influenza virus A and 11 (41%) to respiratory syncytial virus. The
minimum age of the patients who tested positive was 22 days; and the maximum, 29
years.

Epidemiological and laboratory studies to specify the causative agent and the risk
factors related to mortality are being carried out. Additional supplies are being
shipped to expand the sample size with sentinel sites.

Source: Ministry of Health of El Salvador.
West Nile Virus (WNV) in USA and Canada
USA, 30 July 2003

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) confirmed 44 cases of WNV
infection and one death. The cases were recorded in the states of Alabama (6),
Colorado (4), Florida (4), lowa (1), Louisiana (10), Minnesota (1), Mississippi (1), Ohio
(1), South Carolina (1), South Dakota (4), and Texas (11).

Additional information can be found on the CDC website.

Human WNV Cases

State Reported to the CDC DEES
Alabama 6 1
Colorado 4 --
Florida 4 -
lowa 1 --
Louisiana 10 -
Minnesota 1 --
Mississippi 1 --
Ohio 1 -
South Carolina 1 -
South Dakota 4 -
Texas 11 =

Total 44 1

Source: Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), USA.

Canada, 25 July 2003


http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dvbid/westnile/surv&controlCaseCount03.htm

The first Canadian with West Nile Virus infection for this year was announced in an
individual from the Assiniboia area of Saskatchewan. The infected individual is
healthy and has not yet exhibited any symptoms of the disease. Saskatchewan's
surveillance system for 2003, in addition to human cases, is tracking WNV in chickens,
birds from the Corvid family, mosquitoes, and horses. West Nile Virus is a reportable
disease under the Canadian Public Health Act.

Source: Health Canada.
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