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Update on Avian Influenza

Since our last update of 11 March 2004, one new and fatal human case has been
reported, which brings the total to 34 cases and 23 deaths. The number of human cases
of avian influenza A (H5N1) reported appears to be stable. Two Asian countries have
reported human cases from this subtype: Viet Nam (22 human cases and 15 deaths) and
Thailand (12 human cases and 8 deaths). Epizootics have been reported from this
subtype among birds in 8 Asian countries. Other countries have reported flu outbreaks in
birds, but these do not correspond to highly pathogenic subtype H5N1 (see Table 1
below).

Table 1: Current Situation of Avian Influenza—Human Cases and Epizootics
(as of 18 March 2004)
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Upcoming Regional Workshop on Avian Influenza


http://www.who.int/csr/don/2004_03_17/en/
http://www.oie.int/downld/AVIAN%20INFLUENZA/A_AI-Asia.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/avian/h7factsheet.htm
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/lpa/issues/ai_us/ai_us.html
http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/english/diseases/flu/avian.html
http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/francais/maladies/grippe/aviaire.html
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A Workshop on Integrated Surveillance and Response of Severe Respiratory Diseases of
Epidemic Potential, Using the Examples of SARS and Avian Influenza will be held from 13-
16 April 2004 in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. The Workshop will take into account those activities
carried out by the WHO Global Outbreak and Response Network (GOARN), PAHO
(DPC/CD), and WHO (CSR). The Workshop will involve the participation of experts from
the areas of epidemiology, laboratory diagnostics, and clinical management from each
of the countries selected for this activity: Argentina, Brazil, CAREC, Chile, Colombia,
Cuba, México, Panama and Uruguay.

The objectives of the Workshop are threefold:

1. To strengthen national capacity for surveillance and response to emergencies
caused by severe respiratory diseases of epidemic potential.

2. To prepare teams of professionals to collaborate with PAHO/WHO in the
formation of teams to support the countries of the Region in the event of an
emergency situation.

3. To train these professionals to reproduce this Workshop in the other countries of
the Region.

The topics dealt with will be useful for developing National Preparedness Plans for an
Influenza Pandemic in additional countries.



