Emerging and Reemerging Infectious Diseases,
Region of the Americas

Vol. 2, No. 12—25 March 2004
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Since the beginning of December 2003, 8 countries and territories in Asia (Cambodia,
China, Indonesia, Japan, Laos, South Korea, Thailand, and Viet Nam) have confirmed in
their reports to the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) the existence of outbreaks
Avian Influenza A, Subtype H5N1 in different species of birds. Since the beginning of
February 2004, no outbreaks have been reported in additional countries, and some
countries, e.g. Viet Nam and China, have not reported any new outbreaks since the
middle of February. However, 2 Asian countries (Thailand and Viet Nam) have confirmed
the occurrence of human cases of Avian Influenza A (H5N1), for a total of 34 human
cases and 23 deaths (see Table 1 below). The number of human cases has not changed
since our last update of 18 March 2004.

An estimated 100 million birds have either died or been put to death in Asia, in
accordance with measures recommended by the OIE for disease elimination. In 2
countries (Indonesia and China), vaccination has been used as an additional disease-
control measure. Additionally, in Pakistan, extermination and vaccination measures have
been combined to control the current outbreak brought on by Influenza A (H7N3).

Other countries in different regions of the world have detected influenza outbreaks in
birds of different subtypes than those currently circulating in Asia. Canada and the
United States have intensified surveillance of birds and have adopted massive bird-
extermination measures among cases where a highly pathogenic strain is confirmed.

Table 1: Current Situation of Avian Influenza—Human Cases and Epizootics
(as of 25 March 2004)
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